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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 5, 8-9, and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. In claims 5, 8, 13, and 19, the claim language fails to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim how during the second more preferred SID acquisition sequence the first 
more-preferred stored SID element and the second more preferred stored SID element 
are repeatedly attempted to be acquired, but single acquisition attempts are made for 
the less preferred stored SID elements (claims 5 and 13) or, alternatively, repeated 
attempts are made for at least one more-preferred SID element and single acquisition 
attempts are made for the plurality of less-preferred stored SID elements (claims 8 and 
19). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of " 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Independent claim 10 currently recites a 
"memory containing instructions executable by one or more processing devices. . ." 
Under current practice, the claim does not adequately define the structural and 
functional relationship between the "instructions," which appears to be a computer 
listing and thus non-statutory per se, and the "memory containing" them, as it is 
insufficiently defined to adequately allow the computer program's functionality to be 
realized. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,734,980 to Hooper et al. 

Hooper discloses all the elements of independent claim 1 , including a circuit 
(inherent in view of the steps of Figure 2) operative to acquire a more-preferred stored 
SID element comprising: memory (column 6, lines 41 to 65) containing a roaming list 
that includes a plurality of stored SID elements ranked according to an order of 
preference (column 6, lines 52 to 54) including at least one more-preferred stored SID 
element and at least one less-preferred stored SID element (column 6, lines 54 to 65, 
the more-preferred and less-preferred SID elements are being interpreted to be any SID 
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element that is ranked above or below respectively one another); and logic circuitry, 
operatively coupled to the memory (inherent in view of the steps of Figure 2), and 
operative to perform a first more-preferred SID acquisition sequence (Figure 2 and 
corresponding description of method in column 7, line 39 to column 9, line 45, where the 
initial search of a first frequency corresponds to a first acquisition sequence or any 
frequency search may correspond as long as another frequency search is performed 
afterwards) and then a second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence (column 9, line 
46 to column 10, line 65, where each additional search of a frequency corresponds to a 
repeated acquisition, alternatively any search of two frequencies meet the claim 
language as the "more-preferred" does not require that it be the home system) that 
includes repeatedly attempting acquisition of the at least one more-preferred stored SID 
element during the second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence (Id.). 

The rejection of claim 1 is hereby incorporated. Hooper discloses all the 
elements of independent claim 6, including a wireless device comprising: memory 
(column 6, lines 41 to 65) containing a roaming list that includes a plurality of stored SID 
elements ranked according to an order of preference (column 6, lines 52 to 54) 
including at least one more-preferred stored SID element and at least one less- 
preferred stored SID element (column 6, lines 54 to 65); a wireless receiver operative to 
receive transmitted SID information (inherent in view of column 6, lines 41 to 65 and the 
receiving of SIDs); and logic circuitry, operatively coupled to the memory (inherent in 
view of the steps of Figure 2), and operative to perform a first more-preferred SID 
acquisition sequence (Figure 2 and column 7, line 39 to column 9, line 45, where the 
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initial search of a first frequency corresponds to a first acquisition sequence or see 
above) and then a second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence (column 9, line 46 
to column 10, line 65, where each additional search of a frequency corresponds to a 
repeated acquisition and see above) that includes repeatedly attempting acquisition of 
the at least one more-preferred stored SID element during the second more-preferred 
SID acquisition sequence (Id.). 

The rejections of claims 1 and 6 are hereby incorporated. Hooper discloses all 
the elements of independent claim 8, including a wireless device comprising: memory 
(column 6, lines 41 to 65) containing a roaming list that includes a plurality of stored SID 
elements ranked according to an order of preference (column 6, lines 52 to 54) 
including at least one more-preferred stored SID element and at least one less- 
preferred stored SID element (column 6, lines 54 to 65 and see above); a wireless 
receiver operative to receive transmitted SID information (inherent in view of column 6, 
lines 41 to 65 and the receiving of SIDs); and logic circuitry (see above), operatively 
coupled to the memory (inherent in view of the steps of Figure 2), and operative to 
perform a first more-preferred SID acquisition sequence (Figure 2 and column 7, line 39 
to column 9, line 45, where the initial search of a first frequency corresponds to a first 
acquisition sequence or see above) and then a second more-preferred SID acquisition 
sequence (column 9, line 46 to column 10, line 65 and see above) that includes, during 
the second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence, repeatedly attempting acquisition 
of the at least one more-preferred stored SID element and a single acquisition attempt 
of each of the plurality of less-preferred stored SID elements not acquired during the 
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first more-preferred SID acquisition sequence (column 9, line 60 to column 10 line 64, 
as this repeated and single acquisition sequence is not clearly claimed, it is being 
interpreted that, for example, there may be two frequencies to be searched and if the 
second frequency has the highest information on the list, then according to Figure 2, it 
would be selected at step 88, in which case the more-preferred SID element would be 
repeatedly attempted and a single acquisition attempt would have been made by the 
previous search for the less-preferred SID in step 90 or 94), wherein attempting 
acquisition is based on a comparison of the received broadcast SID information with 
one of the plurality of stored SID elements (column 9, lines 1 to 11), and wherein the 
second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence is again performed if acquisition of the 
plurality of stored SID elements in the roaming list is unavailable (column 9, line 46 to 
column 10, line 65 discloses the repeat of the frequency scanning and identification of 
the preferred systems and column 10, line 65 to column 11, line 13, repeats the entire 
scanning, for example, when a certain time limit has expired). 

The rejections of claims 1 , 6, and 8 are hereby incorporated. Hooper discloses 
all the elements of independent claim 10, including a memory containing instructions 
executable by one or more processing devices that causes the one or more processing 
devices (see above) to: store a roaming list that includes a plurality of stored SID 
elements ranked according to an order of preference (see above) including at least one 
more-preferred stored SID element and at least one less-preferred stored SID element 
(see above); and perform a first more-preferred SID acquisition sequence and then a . 
second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence that includes repeatedly attempting 
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acquisition of the at least one more-preferred stored SID element during the second 
more-preferred SID acquisition sequence (see above). 

The rejections of claim 1, 6, 8, and 10 are hereby incorporated. Hooper 
discloses all the steps of independent claim 14, including a method for acquiring a 
more-preferred stored SID element in a wireless device (see above), the method 
comprising: storing a roaming list that includes a plurality of stored SID elements ranked 
according to an order of preference (see above) including at least one more-preferred 
stored SID element and at least one less-preferred stored SID element (see above); 
and performing a first more-preferred SID acquisition sequence and then a second 
more-preferred SID acquisition sequence that includes repeatedly attempting 
acquisition of the at least one more-preferred stored SID element during the second 
more-preferred SID acquisition sequence (see above). 

The rejections of claim 1, 6, 8, 10 and 14 are hereby incorporated. Hooper 
discloses all the steps of independent claim 19, including a method for acquiring a 
more-preferred stored SID element in a wireless device (see above), the method 
comprising: storing a roaming list that includes a plurality of stored SID elements ranked 
according to an order of preference (see above) including at least one more-preferred 
stored SID element and a plurality of less-preferred stored SID elements (see above); 
performing a first more-preferred SID acquisition sequence and then a second more- 
preferred SID acquisition sequence that includes, during the second more-preferred SID 
acquisition sequence, repeatedly attempting acquisition of the at least one more- 
preferred stored SID elements not acquired during the fist more-preferred SID 
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acquisition sequence (see above); receiving broadcast SID information wherein 
attempting acquisition is performed by comparing the received broadcast SID 
information with one of the plurality of stored SID elements (column 9, lines 1 to 11); 
and repeatedly performing the second more-preferred SID acquisition sequence if 
acquisition of the plurality of stored SID elements in the roaming list is unavailable (see 
above). 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claims 2, 7, and 1 1 , including wherein 
the logic circuitry is operative to attempt acquisition of the at least one less-preferred 
stored SID element as part of performing the second more-preferred SID acquisition 
sequence. See, column 9, lines 12 to 28 and Figure 2. 

Hooper also discloses all the elements/steps of claims 3, 12, and 17, including 
wherein the logic circuitry is operative to perform the second more-preferred SID 
acquisition sequence if the more-preferred stored SID element is not acquired during 
the first more-preferred SID acquisition sequence. See, column 10, line 65 to column 
11, line 13 and Figure 2. 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claim 4, including, wherein the logic 
circuitry is operative to attempt acquisition by comparing received broadcast SID 
information with one of the plurality of stored SID elements ranked according to an order 
of preference including at least one more-preferred stored SID element and at least one 
less-preferred stored SID element. See, column 9, lines 1 to 11 and claim 1. 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claims 5 and 13, including wherein the 
roaming list includes a (storing) first more-preferred stored SID element, (storing) a 
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second more-preferred stored SID element, and a plurality of less preferred SID 
elements wherein logic circuitry is operative to perform the second more-preferred SID 
acquisition sequence, that includes repeatedly attempting acquisition of the first more- 
preferred stored SID element, repeatedly attempting acquisition of the second more- 
preferred stored SID element and a single acquisition attempt of each of the at least one 
less-preferred stored SID element. See column 9, line 46 to column 10, line 65 and 
Figure 2, for example, if two frequencies are searched and the second frequency is 
determined and stored at step 92 and there are no further frequencies to search then 
repeated acquisition of a first and a second more-preferred SID have been done at 
steps 86 and 90 and single attempted acquisitions have been attempted in step 94 for 
the other stored SIDs for the first frequency scanned. 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claim 9, including the logic circuitry 
camps on at least one less-preferred stored SID element if acquisition on the at least 
one less-preferred stored SID element is available (column 10, lines 47 to 64) and if 
acquisition on the at least one more-preferred store SID element is unavailable (Id.), 
and wherein the logic circuitry camps on the at least one more-preferred SID stored 
element if the at least one more-preferred stored SID element is acquired at any time 
(column 10, line 65 to column 1 1 line 13). 

Hooper discloses all the steps of claim 15, including, receiving broadcast SID 
information, wherein attempting acquisition is based on comparing the received 
broadcast SID information with one of the plurality of stored SID elements. See, column 
9, lines 1 to 11. 
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Hooper also discloses all the steps of claim 18, including attempting acquisition 
of the at least one less-preferred stored SID element as part of performing the second 
more-preferred SID acquisition sequence. See, column 9, lines 12 to 28. 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claim 20, including camping on the at 
least one more-preferred stored SID element if acquisition of the at least one more- 
preferred stored SID element is available (column 9, lines 1 to 11); and camping on the 
at least one less-preferred stored SID element if acquisition of the at least one less- 
preferred stored SID element is available and if acquisition of the at least one more- 
preferred stored SID element is unavailable (column 10, lines 47 to 64). 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of claim 16. See the rejection of claims 9 
and 20. 

Hooper also discloses all the elements of dependent claim 21, including wherein 
the more-preferred stored SID element defines the home system. See, step 78. 

Response to Arguments 
8. The Examiner has withdrawn the rejection of claim 10-13 under 35 USC 1 12, 
second paragraph in view of Applicant's remarks that the claims are meant to be 
claimed as computer program claims, as for example, under MPEP section 2106 and 
the Subject Matter Guidelines available on the USPTO's web site. In view of this, the 
Examiner has also adjusted the 35 USC 101 rejection to reflect this interpretation of the 
claims. The Examiner notes that if claims 10-13 are intended to meet the subject matter 
requirements of 35 U.S.C. 101, it is suggested that the Applicant may wish to amend 
the claim language to further clarify that, for example the instructions are a "set of 
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instruction capable of being executed by a computer," which are "encoded" instead of 
"contained" on a "computer-readable medium" instead of or in addition to a "memory" so 
that there is a clearly defined structural and functional relationship between the 
computer program (or instructions) and the computer-readable medium (or memory). 
See for example, page 53 of the Interim Guidelines for Examination of Patent 
Applications for Patent Subject Matter Eligibility. 

9. Applicant's arguments filed May 12, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

10. With respect to the 112, second paragraph rejections, the Examiner has 
indicated why the claims are indefinite in the rejection, specifically — the question is how 
during the second more preferred SID acquisition sequence the first more-preferred 
stored SID element and the second more preferred stored SID element are repeatedly 
attempted to be acquired, but single acquisition attempts are made for the less 
preferred stored SID elements (claims 5 and 13) or, alternatively, repeated attempts are 
made for at least one more-preferred SID element and single acquisition attempts are 
made for the plurality of less-preferred stored SID elements (claims 8 and 19). 

1 1 . Furthermore, it is insufficient for Applicant to simply indicate that the claims were 
previously found allowable in the first action, as that action has been superceded and a 
new action (the previous non-final action) had been issued. Therefore, as no further 
explanation or support for how this claim is definite beyond the recitation of the claim 
language is included in the response, the rejection is maintained. 



Application/Control Number: 10/685,919 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2617 

12. As to the rejection of claims 1-21 as anticipated by Hooper, the main point of 
contention appears to be the interpretation of "acquisition sequence." Applicant argues 
that Hopper discloses only a single acquisition sequence and thus cannot anticipate nor 
teach the claimed invention, which recites at least two acquisition sequences, a first 
more-preferred SID acquisition sequence and a second more-preferred SID acquisition 
sequence. However, the Examiner respectfully submits that any one set of the 
frequency searches (steps 78-98), disclosed in Hooper, can be interpreted as an 
acquisition sequence and thus Hooper discloses a plurality of acquisition sequences 
(multiple frequency searches) that may be labeled a first more-preferred, a second 
more-preferred, etc, and are repeated until all the frequencies are scanned. 

13. In addition, each of the system signals determined in Hooper is compared to the 
PRL list (64), which would contain the claimed one more-preferred stored SID element 
and one less-preferred stored SID element, thereby further including the various recited 
repeating of attempting acquisition steps. 

14. In view of the above, the rejection of the claims is maintained. 

Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent Nos. 6,085,085 to Blakeney, II et al. and 6,259,917 
to Elzein, both teach system acquisition methods. 

16. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie E. Stein, Esq. whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7897. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30 am-5:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JES 





